
QUOTES ABOUT THEATRE 
 
"The word theatre comes from the Greeks. It means the seeing place. It is the place people 
come to see the truth about life and the social situation." ~ Stella Adler 
 
"A theatre is the most important sort of house in the world, because that's where people are 
shown what they could be if they wanted, and what they'd like to be if they dared to and what 
they really are" ~ Tove Jansson 
 
"The nervous system of any age or nation is its creative workers, its artists. And if that 
nervous system is profoundly disturbed by its environment, the work it produces will 
inescapably reflect the disturbances, sometimes obliquely and sometimes with violent 
directness." ~ Tennessee Williams 
 
"The audience is the most revered member of the theater. Without an audience, there is no 
theater. Everything done is ultimately for the enjoyment of the audience. They are our 
guests, fellow players, and the last spoke in the wheel which can then begin to roll. They 
make the performance meaningful." ~ Viola Spolin 
 
"Make them laugh, make them cry, and hack to laughter. What do people go to the theatre 
for? An emotional exercise. I am a servant of the people. I have never forgotten that." ~ Mary 
Pickford 
 
"The theater, which is in no thing, but makes use of everything - gestures, sounds, words, 
screams, light, darkness - rediscovers itself at precisely the point where the mind requires a 
language to express its manifestations.... To break through language in order to touch life is 
to create or recreate the theatre." ~ Antonin Artaud 

 


