
VARIATIONS ON THE THEME OF ETHICS 
 

A dalliance between an inquisitive mind and Aria. 
 

TOPIC FIVE 
 

Ownership and distribution of wealth, an ethical issue 
 

The ownership and distribution of wealth is a complex issue,  
with no easy answers. It is an ethical issue 

 

Justice and Fairness: Is it ethical for some individuals to possess vast wealth 
while others struggle to meet basic needs? Should everyone have an equal share of 

resources, or is it acceptable for some to have more than others? 
 

Social Impact: Unequal distribution of wealth can lead to social problems like 
poverty, crime, and political instability. Is it ethical to create a system that 

perpetuates these inequalities? 
 

Individual Responsibility: How much responsibility do individuals have for their 
own economic success? Is it ethical to blame individuals for their poverty, or should 

we focus on systemic issues that create inequality? 
 

Is being a millionaire or billionaire ethical? 
 

Wealth Accumulation:  
 

One becomes a billionaire solely  
through their own efforts. Really!! 

Wealth is often built on the contributions  
of countless individuals and the infrastructure of society.  
Once invested it generates interest. Money makes money 

This raises questions about the fairness  
of such vast wealth accumulation. 

 

Social Responsibility:  
 

With great wealth comes great responsibility.  
 Critics often point out that billionaires  

have the means to address significant social issues 
such as poverty, education, and healthcare.  

The ethical dilemma arises  
when billionaires choose not to  

use their wealth for the greater good. 
 



Economic Inequality:  
 

The existence of billionaires can exacerbate economic inequality.  
Some argue that extreme wealth concentration can lead to social unrest and 

undermine  
democratic processes. Wealth = power = influence, political influence. This 

perspective suggests that  
ethical implications of being a billionaire are tied to the broader impact on society. 

 

Philanthropy vs. Profit: Some billionaires engage in philanthropy 

Philanhropy, I am told, is not a tax dodge, but is highly incentivised 

In short, the donor is neither disadvantaged nor unrewarded 
Does it serve to maintain the status quo rather than challenge it. 

 

Ethical Business Practices: The means by which one becomes a billionaire  
also matter. If wealth is accumulated through exploitative practices,  

such as underpaying workers or harming the environment,  
many would argue that it is inherently unethical 

 

 

Leslie D. Bush 

© 5 January 2025 
 

 

 

 

 


